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CARNARVON FLOODS — SPORTING AND RECREATION FACILITY DAMAGE 

Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [2.06 pm]: Earlier this year I spoke to 
the house about the impact of the floods that devastated parts of the Pilbara, Gascoyne and Mid West region in 
late 2010—the worst floods in 50 years for the region. At that time, I also spoke of my commitment to help 
support the community rebuild. In January this year I visited Carnarvon to see firsthand the damage that had 
been caused to the town’s racing and sporting infrastructure. With the assistance of the member for North West 
and the staff of the Shire of Carnarvon and the Department of Sport and Recreation, I met with a number of 
sporting groups and representatives from local government and I was able to inspect a number of sporting 
facilities that had sustained damage. I wanted to determine what scope there was for the state government to 
provide emergency relief to community groups whose infrastructure was impacted by the floods. During my 
consultations with sporting groups, I highlighted the emergency relief funding available through the state 
government’s community sporting and recreation facilities fund, and I encouraged all clubs in the town to 
continue to liaise with the Department of Sport and Recreation to determine how to apply for funds through this 
program. 

In February I approved an emergency grant from the government’s racecourse infrastructure grants program to 
assist with the repair work at the Carnarvon Race Club. I am also pleased to announce that I have approved 
further funding of $65 000 to assist the Carnarvon Speedway Club rebuild important infrastructure that had been 
damaged during the flood. The Carnarvon Speedway Club has 100 members and is the only facility of its kind 
within Carnarvon. The government’s community sporting and recreation facilities fund has historically funded a 
number of out-of-round grant applications for emergency relief following natural disasters. It pleases me to see 
that regional communities have been able to apply for these emergency funds, with the continual support of our 
regional Department of Sport and Recreation offices. 

The Carnarvon floods had a devastating effect and impact on very many aspects of the region. It is clear that 
sporting clubs really help to build stronger communities, and, in a time of need, people turn to their sporting 
clubs for support, friendship and respite. I saw the impact of the Carnarvon floods firsthand, I committed to 
support the affected community, and I have now approved additional funding to help some of these clubs get 
back on their feet.  
 


